
Unveiling the Enigma: Kripke's Names,
Necessity, and Identity
Saul Kripke's groundbreaking work, 'Naming and Necessity,' has left an
indelible mark on the landscape of philosophy. Published in 1972, this
seminal text has revolutionized our understanding of names, necessity, and
identity. Kripke's sharp philosophical scalpel cuts through the complexities
of these concepts, offering unparalleled insights that have sparked
countless debates and reshaped our philosophical toolkit.
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The Enigma of Names

Kripke begins his exploration by examining the nature of names. In contrast
to traditional theories that viewed names as mere labels, Kripke argues that
names have a unique and crucial role: they refer to their bearers directly.
This direct reference, Kripke maintains, is what gives names their power
and significance.
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To illustrate this, Kripke introduces the concept of 'rigid designators.' Rigid
designators, such as proper names and natural kind terms, refer to the
same entity in all possible worlds. In other words, the referent of a rigid
designator remains constant across different scenarios and modal
contexts. This means that if Aristotle is the referent of the name 'Aristotle,'
then Aristotle will be the referent of 'Aristotle' in all possible worlds.

The Necessity of Existence

Kripke's analysis of names leads him to the startling that the existence of
the referent is necessary for the truth of an identity statement. For example,
the statement 'Aristotle is the author of the Nicomachean Ethics' is true only
if Aristotle exists. If Aristotle did not exist, then the statement would be
false, even if someone else had written the Nicomachean Ethics.

This relationship between names and existence has profound implications
for our understanding of necessity. Kripke argues that the existence of an
individual is a necessary truth. This follows from the fact that an individual's
name refers to that individual directly, and the truth of an identity statement
involving a rigid designator presupposes the existence of its referent.

The Puzzle of Identity

Kripke turns his attention to the complex issue of identity. He rejects the
traditional theory that identity is a relation between two things that are
exactly alike. Instead, Kripke proposes a new theory of identity based on
the idea of 'counterpart theory.'

According to counterpart theory, two individuals are identical if they are
counterparts in all possible worlds. This means that if two individuals have
the same properties and experiences in all possible worlds, then they are



the same individual. Counterpart theory allows for the possibility that an
individual may change over time while still remaining the same individual.

The Significance of Kripke's Work

'Naming and Necessity' has had a profound impact on the fields of
philosophy of language and modal logic. Kripke's insights into the nature of
names, necessity, and identity have reshaped our understanding of these
central concepts. The book has also sparked numerous debates and
spawned new areas of philosophical research.

Kripke's work on names and necessity has challenged traditional notions of
reference and truth. His theory of identity has opened up new avenues for
exploring the nature of selfhood and the metaphysics of change. 'Naming
and Necessity' is a seminal text that continues to inspire and challenge
philosophers today.

Saul Kripke's 'Naming and Necessity' is a landmark work that has
profoundly influenced our understanding of names, necessity, and identity.
Kripke's sharp analysis and groundbreaking insights have reshaped the
landscape of philosophy and continue to provoke and inspire philosophers
around the globe. 'Naming and Necessity' is a must-read for anyone
interested in the intricacies of language, the foundations of metaphysics,
and the nature of reality itself.
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