
Schools and the Remaking of Inequality in
Boston
Unveiling the Hidden Truths of Educational Inequality

Education is often hailed as the great equalizer, a beacon of hope that
illuminates the path to upward mobility and societal progress. However, the
harsh reality is that for many, the promise of equal opportunity remains
elusive, particularly in the hallowed halls of our educational institutions.
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Boston, a city steeped in history and renowned for its academic excellence,
has long grappled with the insidious issue of educational inequality. In
recent years, researchers from the Boston University School of Education
have embarked on a groundbreaking study that has shed new light on the
systemic factors that continue to perpetuate disparities in educational
outcomes.
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The Weight of History and the Legacy of Segregation

Boston's educational landscape bears the scars of a long and troubled
past. The city's schools have been plagued by racial segregation, a legacy
of discriminatory policies that have left a lasting impact on the lives of
countless students.

The research team at Boston University discovered that the effects of
segregation extend far beyond the classroom walls. In segregated schools,
students are more likely to be exposed to poverty, crime, and other social
ills that can hinder academic achievement.

The Illusion of "Choice" and the Myth of Meritocracy

In an effort to address the issue of segregation, Boston has implemented a
system of school choice, allowing parents to select the schools their
children attend. However, the researchers found that this system has failed
to create a level playing field.

Wealthy and white families have a significant advantage in the school
choice process, as they have the resources to navigate the complex
system and secure admission to the most desirable schools. This results in
a perpetuation of inequality, with students from disadvantaged backgrounds
being relegated to underfunded and underperforming schools.

The Role of Teachers and the Power of Expectations

Teachers play a pivotal role in shaping the educational experiences of
students. Unfortunately, the researchers found that even in desegregated
schools, teachers often have lower expectations for students from low-
income families and communities of color.



These lowered expectations can lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy, where
students internalize the belief that they are incapable of achieving
academic success. This can result in a cycle of disengagement and
underachievement.

The Imperative for Change: Breaking the Cycle of Inequality

The findings of the Boston University study paint a sobering picture of
educational inequality in the city. However, they also provide a roadmap for
change.

To disrupt the cycle of inequality, we must address the systemic barriers
that perpetuate it. This includes investing in early childhood education,
providing all students with access to high-quality schools, and creating a
more equitable school choice system.

Furthermore, we must challenge the low expectations that are often held
for students from disadvantaged backgrounds. By valuing all students and
providing them with the support they need to succeed, we can create a
more just and equitable educational system.

: A Call to Action

The issue of educational inequality is a complex and multifaceted one.
There is no single solution that will magically erase the disparities that exist
in our schools. However, by understanding the root causes of inequality
and working together to implement meaningful change, we can create a
more just and equitable educational system for all.

The researchers at Boston University have provided us with invaluable
insights into the challenges we face. Now, it is up to us to take action and



ensure that every child in Boston has the opportunity to reach their full
potential.

The Education Trap: Schools and the Remaking of
Inequality in Boston by Cristina Viviana Groeger

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 13274 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 373 pages
Paperback : 392 pages
Item Weight : 1.15 pounds
Dimensions : 6 x 0.89 x 9 inches

Exploring Culture: Exercises, Stories, and
Synthetic Cultures
Culture is a complex and multifaceted concept that shapes our lives in
countless ways. It influences our beliefs, values, behaviors, and even our
physical appearance. In...
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