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Renting or leasing a new home is a big decision. It's a commitment that can
last for a year or more, and it's important to make sure you're making the
best choice for you and your family. Before you sign on the dotted line, take
some time to do your homework and learn about the different types of
rentals available, the costs involved, and your rights as a tenant.

Types of Rentals

There are two main types of rentals: apartments and houses. Apartments
are typically smaller and more affordable than houses, and they're often
located in urban areas. Houses are typically larger and more expensive
than apartments, and they're often located in suburban or rural areas.

Within each of these two main types of rentals, there are a variety of
different options available. For example, you can rent a furnished or
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unfurnished apartment, a single-family home or a multi-family home, and a
short-term or long-term lease.

Costs Involved

The cost of renting or leasing a new home will vary depending on a number
of factors, including the type of rental, the location, and the size of the
property. In general, apartments are more affordable than houses, and
rentals in urban areas are more expensive than rentals in suburban or rural
areas.

In addition to the rent itself, you'll also need to budget for other costs, such
as utilities, parking, and pet fees. You may also need to pay a security
deposit, which is typically equal to one or two months' rent.
Tenant Rights
As a tenant, you have certain rights that are protected by law. These rights
include the right to:

= Live in a safe and habitable home

= Have your privacy respected

= Be free from discrimination

= Challenge your landlord's decision to evict you
lt's important to know your rights as a tenant so that you can protect

yourself from unfair treatment. If you have any questions about your rights,
you can contact your local tenant's rights organization.

Tips for Finding the Perfect Home



Once you've done your homework and learned about the different types of
rentals available, the costs involved, and your rights as a tenant, you can
start looking for the perfect home. Here are a few tips to help you find the
perfect place:

= Start by determining your needs. What type of rental are you looking
for? How many bedrooms and bathrooms do you need? What
amenities are important to you?

=  Set a budget. How much can you afford to spend on rent each month?

= Research different neighborhoods. Where do you want to live? What
are the crime rates like? What are the schools like?

= Contact a real estate agent or property manager. A real estate agent or
property manager can help you find the perfect home and negotiate
your lease.

Negotiating Your Lease
Once you've found the perfect home, it's time to negotiate your lease. The
lease is a legally binding contract, so it's important to carefully review it
before you sign. Be sure to negotiate the following terms:

= The rent amount

= The length of the lease

= The security deposit

= The utilities that are included in the rent

= The pet policy

= The parking policy



If you have any questions about the lease, be sure to ask your landlord or
property manager for clarification. Once you're satisfied with the terms of
the lease, sign it and make a copy for your records.

Protecting Your Rights as a Tenant
As a tenant, you have certain rights that are protected by law. These rights
include the right to:
= Live in a safe and habitable home
= Have your privacy respected
= Be free from discrimination
= Challenge your landlord's decision to evict you
It's important to know your rights as a tenant so that you can protect

yourself from unfair treatment. If you have any questions about your rights,
you can contact your local tenant's rights organization.

Renting or leasing a new home is a big decision. By ng your homework and
learning about the different types of rentals available, the costs involved,
and your rights as a tenant, you can make sure you're making the best
choice for you and your family.
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