
Confronting Three Salient Problems: Insights
from the Hersch Lauterpacht Memorial
Lectures 24
In an era marked by complex and interconnected global challenges, the
Hersch Lauterpacht Memorial Lectures 24 provide a timely and thought-
provoking platform for renowned international law scholars to address three
pressing issues: human rights, environmental protection, and terrorism.
This article explores the insights gleaned from these lectures, offering
valuable perspectives on the legal frameworks, policy recommendations,
and potential solutions to these pressing problems.

Problem 1: Protecting Human Rights in a Changing World

The first lecture, delivered by Judge Hilary Charlesworth, explores the
challenges and opportunities for human rights protection in the 21st
century. With a focus on the erosion of human rights in various parts of the
world, Judge Charlesworth examines the role of international law in
upholding human dignity and ensuring accountability for violations.
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She argues for a renewed commitment to the principles of universality,
indivisibility, and interdependence of human rights. By strengthening the
mechanisms for monitoring and enforcement, and fostering collaboration
between states, civil society, and international organizations, Judge
Charlesworth emphasizes the importance of creating a more just and
equitable world for all.

Problem 2: Preserving the Environment for Future Generations

The second lecture, given by Professor Philippe Sands QC, delves into the
urgent issue of environmental protection. Amidst growing concerns about
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climate change, pollution, and biodiversity loss, Professor Sands highlights
the need for a transformative approach to international environmental law.

He proposes a "new legal architecture for the planet," which would
recognize the rights of future generations and establish a stronger
framework for accountability and compliance. By acknowledging the
intrinsic value of the environment and recognizing the interconnectedness
of environmental challenges, Professor Sands calls for a paradigm shift in
our relationship with the natural world.

Problem 3: Countering Terrorism and Safeguarding Liberties
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The third lecture, delivered by Professor M. Cherif Bassiouni, addresses
the complex and evolving threat of terrorism. Professor Bassiouni
examines the legal and ethical challenges of countering terrorism while
preserving fundamental human rights and civil liberties.

He emphasizes the importance of a comprehensive approach that focuses
on prevention, investigation, and prosecution, while respecting due process
and the rule of law. Professor Bassiouni advocates for international
cooperation and the development of a global framework to combat
terrorism effectively and safeguard the rights of all individuals.



The Hersch Lauterpacht Memorial Lectures 24 offer invaluable insights into
the most pressing global problems of our time. By engaging with the
expertise of leading international law scholars, we gain a deeper
understanding of the challenges we face and the potential solutions we can
pursue.
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The lectures underscore the importance of strengthening human rights
protection, preserving the environment, and countering terrorism in a
manner that respects the rule of law and promotes peace and security.
They remind us that by working together and fostering a spirit of
cooperation, we can create a more just, sustainable, and equitable world
for all.
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