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Competition law is a body of law that seeks to promote competition in the
marketplace and prevent anti-competitive practices. It is designed to
ensure that businesses compete fairly and on a level playing field, and that
consumers have access to a wide range of products and services at
competitive prices.

The Slovak Republic has a well-developed competition law regime that is
based on the principles of the European Union (EU). The Slovak
Competition Act (SCA) was adopted in 2001 and has been amended
several times since then. The SCA is enforced by the Slovak Competition
Authority (SCA),which is an independent regulatory body.

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of competition law in the
Slovak Repubilic. It covers the following topics:
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* The legal framework of competition law in the Slovak Republic * The
enforcement practices of the SCA * Recent developments in competition
law in the Slovak Republic

The Legal Framework of Competition Law in the Slovak Republic

The SCA prohibits a number of anti-competitive practices, including:

* Cartels * Abuse of dominance * Unfair competition

The SCA also regulates mergers and acquisitions, and state aid.

Cartels

A cartel is an agreement between two or more businesses to fix prices,
output, or market share. Cartels are illegal under the SCA because they
restrict competition and harm consumers.

The SCA prohibits both horizontal cartels (agreements between
competitors) and vertical cartels (agreements between businesses at
different levels of the supply chain).

The SCA provides for a number of penalties for cartel activity, including
fines of up to 10% of a business's turnover.
Abuse of Dominance

A business is said to have a dominant position in a market if it has a
significant degree of market power. A business with a dominant position
may abuse its position by engaging in anti-competitive practices, such as:

* Predatory pricing * Exclusive dealing * Tying



The SCA prohibits the abuse of dominance. The SCA provides for a
number of penalties for the abuse of dominance, including fines of up to
10% of a business's turnover.

Unfair Competition

Unfair competition is any conduct that is contrary to honest business
practices and that causes or is likely to cause damage to a competitor.
Unfair competition can include practices such as:

* False advertising * Misleading marketing * Passing off

The SCA prohibits unfair competition. The SCA provides for a number of
remedies for unfair competition, including injunctions, damages, and fines.

Mergers and Acquisitions

The SCA regulates mergers and acquisitions that are likely to have a
significant impact on competition in the Slovak Republic. The SCA prohibits
mergers and acquisitions that would create or strengthen a dominant
position in a market.

The SCA provides for a number of procedures for reviewing mergers and
acquisitions, including:

* A pre-notification procedure * A simplified procedure * A full-scale
investigation

The SCA may impose a number of remedies to prevent or mitigate the anti-
competitive effects of a merger or acquisition, including:



* Divestments * Behavioral remedies * Structural remedies

State Aid

State aid is any financial assistance provided by the government to a
business. State aid can be used to support businesses in a number of
ways, such as by providing grants, loans, and tax breaks.

The SCA prohibits state aid that is likely to have a significant impact on
competition in the Slovak Republic. The SCA provides for a number of
procedures for reviewing state aid, including:

* A pre-notification procedure * A simplified procedure * A full-scale
investigation

The SCA may impose a number of remedies to prevent or mitigate the anti-
competitive effects of state aid, including:

* The withdrawal of state aid * The imposition of conditions on state aid

The Enforcement Practices of the SCA

The SCA is responsible for enforcing competition law in the Slovak
Republic. The SCA has a number of powers to investigate and prosecute
anti-competitive practices, including:

* The power to conduct dawn raids * The power to request information from
businesses * The power to impose fines * The power to seek injunctions

The SCA has a number of different enforcement priorities, including:



* Cartels * Abuse of dominance * Unfair competition * Mergers and
acquisitions * State aid

The SCA has a number of different enforcement tools that it can use to
address anti-competitive practices, including:

* Administrative proceedings * Court proceedings * Settlement agreements

The SCA has a well-established track record of enforcing competition law in
the Slovak Republic. The SCA has imposed a number of significant fines
on businesses for engaging in anti-competitive practices. The SCA has also
obtained a number of injunctions to prevent businesses from engaging in
anti-competitive practices.

Recent Developments in Competition Law in the Slovak Republic

There have been a number of recent developments in competition law in
the Slovak Republic, including:

* The adoption of the new SCA in 2021 * The establishment of the new
SCAin 2022 * The publication of a number of new guidelines by the SCA

The new SCA is a significant piece of legislation that updates and
strengthens the competition law regime in the Slovak Republic. The new
SCA includes a number of new provisions, such as:

* A new prohibition on anti-competitive agreements between businesses
that are not competitors * A new prohibition on the abuse of economic
dependence * A new leniency program for businesses that report cartels to
the SCA



The new SCA also establishes a new SCA that is independent from the
government. The new SCA is responsible for enforcing the SCA and
promoting competition in the Slovak Republic.

The SCA has published a number of new guidelines in recent years,
including:

* Guidelines on the application of the SCA to digital markets * Guidelines
on the application of the SCA to mergers and acquisitions * Guidelines on
the application of the SCA to state aid

These guidelines provide businesses with guidance on how to comply with
the SCA.

The Slovak Republic has a well-developed competition law regime that is
based on the principles of the EU. The SCA is a comprehensive piece of
legislation that prohibits a number of anti-competitive practices, including
cartels, abuse of dominance, and unfair competition. The SCA also
regulates mergers and acquisitions, and state aid.

The SCA is enforced by the SCA, which is an independent regulatory body.
The SCA has a number of different enforcement priorities, and it has a well-
established track record of enforcing competition law in the Slovak
Republic.

There have been a number of recent developments in competition law in
the Slovak Republic, including the adoption of the new SCA in 2021 and
the establishment of the new SCA in 2022. These developments have
strengthened the competition law regime in the Slovak Republic and will
help to ensure that businesses compete fairly and on a level playing field.
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