
Competition Law in Argentina: A
Comprehensive Guide to Market Regulation
In today's globalized economy, understanding the legal framework
governing competition is crucial for businesses seeking to succeed in the
international marketplace. Argentina, as a major player in the Latin
American region, has established a comprehensive competition law regime
aimed at promoting fair competition, preventing anti-competitive practices,
and protecting consumer rights.

This article provides a comprehensive overview of competition law in
Argentina, covering the key concepts, regulations, and enforcement
mechanisms. It is designed to serve as a valuable resource for businesses,
legal professionals, and anyone interested in understanding the legal
landscape for market regulation in Argentina.
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The primary legislation governing competition law in Argentina is Law No.
27,442, known as the Antitrust Law. This law broadly defines anti-
competitive practices as those that restrict, distort, or prevent competition in
the market. These practices include:

Agreements between competitors to fix prices, limit production, or
allocate markets

Abuse of dominant market position, such as predatory pricing or
exclusive dealing arrangements

Mergers and acquisitions that result in a substantial lessening of
competition

Cartels and other forms of collusion

Unfair trade practices, such as false advertising or deceptive marketing

Key Concepts in Competition Law

To effectively understand and comply with competition law in Argentina, it is
essential to grasp the following key concepts:

Market Definition

In competition law, defining the relevant market is crucial as it determines
the scope of the analysis and the assessment of market power.

Dominant Market Position

A dominant market position exists when a company has significant market
power that allows it to control or influence market conditions, such as prices
or output.



Anti-Competitive Agreements

Agreements between competitors that restrict competition, such as price-
fixing or market allocation, are generally prohibited under competition law.

Merger Control

Mergers and acquisitions that exceed certain thresholds must be notified to
the competition authority for review to ensure they do not lead to a
substantial lessening of competition.

Enforcement of Competition Law

The National Commission for Defense of Competition (CNDC) is the
primary enforcement agency responsible for investigating and prosecuting
violations of competition law. The CNDC has broad powers to investigate
suspected anti-competitive practices, impose fines, and Free Download
divestitures or other remedies.

Forms of Anti-Competitive Practices

The Antitrust Law prohibits a wide range of anti-competitive practices,
including:

Cartels

Cartels are agreements between competitors to coordinate prices, output,
or market share. They are considered among the most serious violations of
competition law.

Price Fixing

Price fixing occurs when competitors agree to set prices at a specific level,
eliminating competition based on price.



Bid Rigging

Bid rigging involves agreements between competitors to submit non-
competitive bids in Free Download to secure contracts.

Market Allocation

Market allocation occurs when competitors agree to divide the market into
specific territories or customer groups.

Exclusive Dealing Arrangements

Exclusive dealing arrangements occur when a company requires a
customer to Free Download goods or services exclusively from it,
preventing competition from other suppliers.

Consequences of Violating Competition Law

Violations of competition law in Argentina can result in significant penalties,
including:

Fines of up to 10% of a company's annual turnover

Imprisonment of company directors and managers

Divestiture of assets or businesses

Injunctions against anti-competitive practices

Compliance with Competition Law

To avoid the risks and consequences of violating competition law,
businesses operating in Argentina should implement effective compliance
programs. These programs should include:



Regular training for employees on competition law requirements

Clear policies and procedures to prevent anti-competitive practices

Regular audits and reviews of compliance programs

Appointment of a compliance officer to oversee the program

Competition law in Argentina plays a vital role in ensuring fair and
competitive markets, protecting consumers, and fostering economic
growth. By understanding the key concepts, regulations, and enforcement
mechanisms of competition law, businesses can navigate the Argentine
market with confidence and avoid the risks associated with anti-competitive
practices.

This article provides a comprehensive overview of competition law in
Argentina. For more detailed information and legal advice, it is advisable to
consult with qualified legal counsel.
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